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~ City cuts quallty of life

New taxes
still needed,
Miller says

$34 million lopped now,
$83 million next year
isn’t enough to deal
with budget shortfall

DONOVAN VINCENT
AND THERESA BOYLE

Y HALL BUREAL
Dirtier streets, more graffiti and
potholes, less snow removal, city
£olf courses closing a week earlier,
and no Monday service at commu-
nitycentres,

And things won't gt better. These

e city's
operating budget this year and for
2008 will slash $83 million, far
short of the money needed to deal
with the city's projected $575 mil-

LESS FUN: Commumty cenres closed Mondays, golf courses shut down early, ice time squeezed

AARON LYNETT/ TORONTO STAR.

A subdued looking Mayor David

avoidable given the city's fiscal cri-

sis. The crisis peaked during the
past two weeks after councillors,
223-22 vote, deferred a motion —
backed by Miller — to raise about

it ity Ce

Angeli

Mayor’s move ignites war of words

ROYSON JAMES
CITYHALLCOLLMNIST

Lihestar com )\

‘What's your view of
d cuts to ity

1§ 376 jobs,
CERIL workers working fewer
urs, closed commuity centres

transfor tax and vehicle rogistra-
tionfee.

BUDGET continued on A6

THE STAR'S VIEW. Current crisis s the

resultof council's falureto mpose new
tares. ARG

T oday was supposed tobe the
ronto's fiscal future — one
based on hard facts and tough re-

ality.
‘Without an extra $350 million in
taxes — proposals deferred for

‘nounce the fallout:

on Mondnys

mayor, provide stable, confident
leadership in the face of public
g e igher s sh

s (excopt in massive
snowstorms) pioneered by the old
North York, andsoon.

Surely, Torontonians would get
the message: “There is 10 way to
provide a good e v
out payingforit”

More importantly, councillors

Not quite. No sooner had Miller
dclm-rcd the bad news — with

October and approve the taxing
‘measures — than city councillors

JAMES continued on A7

services? Have your say
at www.thestar.com

By e undertaken
by staff appears to have
besqdesgned e
enof Toronto. Thi
politcs of fear at its o

petty and rresponsible:
ptan, Torntoresicent

MORElocai reaction o Page A6
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Slashing debt by 1,000 cuts

Whether it’s the irritation of standing in line a little longer, hitting more potholes or losing your community centre fitness class,
the city’s budget cuts are likely to affect every Torontoniam in some way. Here’s a summary of what was announced yesterday.
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incalice i instead

et
esidents who rely on them for
iiss, i er homework

BUDGET fom AT | LESS FUN
e |
i | X
andfrom myperspective uun ‘ mak day will (ki)
e
this day? the mayor said | e
any member of council wishes to E one month later, in January
o but we fae a el choie. I | & Siten lbrarybranchs wil
time for people to understand that | close Sundays.
ucitherp in | d teen
ferent quality of life. There is no |
way o provide good quality o e |  CHANGE/IMPACT
Millersaid. artiica
ings fror |
clude: |
|
|
|
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of Decer
< st milion by providing sidewlk |

there’s 15 cm of snow. The current
is8em.
' 8120000 by cancelling Decem-

VOICES
“When | was 10, | had no place to go

activities. But with the closures,

there's o fore pirs kids on the

being in . doiog progressive
stuff, s messed up. All the parents

put their kids. Its an extraday off
for nothing:"

MARKHARRIOTT, 21, TORONTO
“I think Mayor Miller wants to

punish the citizens for not
acceptinganother tax hike so his

plan
most, Childish, isn't it? Well, e can

Commuunity C
Decl

ight.

rt
 left, her brother
the

readers.

privileges.”
DEE BLACK, TORONTO

® 8125000 by reducing automated
leaf pickup, in arcas that have it,

'LONGER WAITS

from two pickupsto one.
* 280,000 by releasing seasonal » Beccause of the hiing freeze, y
litter-picking staff two weels earli- " are antici P

n normal. inisssuing licences and responding have been designed to punish the
Miller says the city still needs the T citizen of Toronto. This s the
‘new taxes and councilis o vote on hascalls  Asthe felt, politcs offear at its most petty.
them aboutt gra .

o Exppect \engerhn!ups atthe e
tags,  Licensing.

taxess, water payments and aceount,you'l have towaltlonger ¢ outrageous that cty

E All of these things
are a diminution
of the quality of
life in Toronto.
unorommoms P

paperwork. i i
and, like'Samison;oroaght asn
seryices on their own heads. ...

services customer phone service

Ll rsdaployed” callrs VOICES.

Jong 25 20 minutes,orbe g
tothe Internet or required to visit

because i's not cutting fat. Its a
total evisceration of how our city
functions. We need to bring in the

pay
governars' inability to govern a city.
ith limited access to funding.

|

Yesterdays announcement led to

lor Howard Mo

thenew taxes, saying seniors will be
erying foul over um reductions in
snow removal, especially the wind-
row service, whic | is available in

in person.

down time:

The
reduced,resling nlonger ystem gull’ The refusal to take free TTC
i asses? Zoo passes? Reduction in

congestion tolls.”
'DAVID DEWEES, TORONTO

MORE MESS

o Park

“I¢'s going to be awfil. We've got

& Reidortal s plantingreicad
 GreenRoof

snow plow dumps the snow in
front?

An ugly shouting match erupted

.
g0 two weeks earlier than usual;

litter vacuuming will be reduced
» Grass cut ess often on streets

pickup

kup, inareas

.
wm.l sttacks sgeinat onesnthr | cancelied

LYoure | o
an absolute hy‘pﬂc'ne. znd L you that have had it, will be reduced
haven't done the from two pickups to one.

the details in this budget. That's
gubagrassing Councillor Adam
gj\:m shouted at Councillor

© Introduction of curbside garbage
pickup at townhouses cancelled.

© Night shift at Etobicoke's Disco
Rd. transfer station cancelled,
requiring contractors and residents

§ Adam you may be interested in

hours.

vison progranm, but T'd ke to an-

swer this (reporter’s) question . .

censtmmon related viration
delaye:

back, a reference to the fact
Vaughan hosts Hour Town, a
monﬂwwhhcalwpechdonCmd}
n giving her presentation, Hoy
i e elys fnancilsses”are
onthe revenue sid
nder provincal law, the ity is
required to balance its operating
budget every year, she said, adding
it has done that over the past few

“Aimg

VoICES

i

liughable ‘The maintenance is

it But Mr, Mayor, 'm sure your

RENE JOHNSTON,/ TORONTO STAR

required in order to maintain such
e 0

The il thatrecenty embarked on
aplan to become “greener”

jears.

Walkthrough Talor Creek Park
weed-choked,

some of those goals on hold

clogsed
drainage. ts 2 disgrace

because of the cost. You can expect

‘water fountain doesn't ot
the

TORONTO (VIA THESTARCOM)

“|lived in Toronto for over 20
years. | can't believe the dismal

state the city is in. It seems to get
dirtier and dirtier every time | visit;

collection and maintenance of ity
parks.

Now they're being reduced, if not
cut? Something doesn't smell
right, and | don't mean the garbage
that's beensitting on the curb.
since last Tuesday."

DENNIS SINTI

y's | attractive I Ofcourse oh, that’s right, service cuts.
reserve funds and cxhausting all | come, into o eswre  ATLANTACVATHESTARCOM)
pmgnnal one-time e

oy sl the ong tohn sl | oy e o e o A

ablosoluton’ o theeltys fmancial

alienges st i Geing | WORSE ROADS

the provine o T VoicEs

TTCs speting
‘budget; obtaining new and divers;
MR i il contining
cost-control measure

The city’s operating budget in
2007 s 7.8 billion. One-quarter of

that pays for roads, garbage collec-
tion, rec parks and recre-
nhonsemcexnnﬂh’bmncs

A third covers provincially man-
dated programs, and another third
Jsspu.mn TTC, police, fireandam-
bul:

Hoy ased for 830 milon n v
inge rom the TTC and S10millon
From the pol

"The TTC camoup with $6milion,
police $3million. |

 Fewer potholes fixed.
o Sidew: i

that the city is not spending money

occurif there is a minimum of 15
centimetres of snow, versus the

think about 3
Maintaining a city is not cheap and

CCHANGE /IMPACT

We here in Toronto are fortunate
to have stich good city services
cities,

the most with reduced
i That

both in Canada and the United
States — from transit and garbage

snow removal takes place.
o The zi!y‘s road repair backlog

services. It was orlly amatter of
time before our ‘lower than most
es' taxes

will The
epairs done, th faster
deteriorates. Last year, city staff

caught up with our spending and
voila, we get the present day.”

TORONTO.



‘We are on
the precipice,
councillor says

JAMES from A1

turned on each other in a vicious
public and personal attack not seen
atcityhallin decades, fever. Before
journalists could digest the cuts,

wiho is most responsible for the
‘mess. With television
cameras and tape recorders run-
ning in the hands of bemused re-
porers, the bad feling over st
Julys vote boiled ove:
Former 1onrnnhst and rookle
councillor. ccused

Adam
Millor foughest crite, Councllor
nzil Minnan-Wong, of grand-
standing Mingan Woug stood
ose-to-nose and blasted Vaughan

his burly frame into the imbroglio
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| THIS TIME, IT'S PERSONAL

Councillors take their frustrations out on each other after announcement by
Mayor David Miller of service cuts in response to city’s worsening fiscal crisis

‘ COMMUNITY CENTRES
'Monday
closmgs
hurt pupils,
daycares

| It's not just recreation,
‘it's serious life, personal
skills,’ one director says

SURYABHATTACHARYA
STas seroRTER
Gersom Rodriguez feeds mothers
who bring kids along to their high
school classes at the Scadding
Court community centre on Mon-
dayevenings.

The 20-year-old cooks tostadas,
souvlaki, fries and burgers, “so they
have something to eat whilo they

will nmb:

will

with charges that North Yorkers study?”hesaid, But:
would hold g respon- | Councill iscussi

i Vaughan of ‘self-promation | feeding his favourite group, which
AndGlen De Baeremacker piledon, ‘meets once a week; he'll also lose a
blaming Minnan-Wong for Mike f
Harriss fiscal attacks on city hall. REACTION
1t e tid o i e e Y PN )
herd into the council chamber in Ionithe piog gine Ak
October to take another stab at ap- are people goingto do?” he asked.
proving the new taxes. It's almost ‘On Mondays starting in mid-Sep-
s o] SeBi
right reject the taxes, having sex rograms cancelled,
e resit of a three-month dele. as partof budget cuts aimed at sav-
Butallbets are off. ing $34 million by the end of 2007.
Miller obvlunxly el

politic
vote. Yenterdxy. Enr nxzmplc. wi
several

news ke e he failed to

City officials announce

ing to give crucial air time ta city
| plans to decrease

‘managerShirley Hoy.Shedelivered
a sober, nuts-and-bolts presenta-
tion, not the political, rally-the-citi-
zens address some felt was need
Even Miller's supporters on coun-
llwere et aihing e ence
:hc ‘handling of

58

and temporary workers

JEN GERSON AND ROBERT BENZIE
STAsF REPORTERS

about budget cuts

About 3000 temporary and sea-
sonal cit ingto

province musthelp theciy
M

“Community :en!rcx have gone
beyond recreation,” said Susanne
Burkhardt, director of develop-
‘ment and community engagement
at the centre. “It's about imparting

serious life and personal skils. It

“They're going to have less money
in their pockets. Two weeks less
e

he
Toronto as a mature level of gov-
rment that can make its ovm

The:
quently students who are depe:
ingonthat mnne'ywp:\vior!ultmn
in the fall,” Councillor Howard

“They've got to make their ovm
ko (e Prcs it yester-
dayat the conclusion of the annual

Toronm Wesom Hospital, also op-

can adjust his Monday schedule to
hang out with his children, but

e | T wisibor e emn s Moscosest Council of e Federation meeting.
control over e citys sgends, & Shewints montisthat weaton e On the street, Miller found few
executive :ommn(tcennd d of 79-year-old Lina Gramoli- g friends. “T was against the (and
the power of patror point- ( Sl Mayor Miller's budget The taxes keep on transfer) tax. I thought was a real
ments, supporters felt Mi.ller ime | (copm sy iompe ioe stuck when the 0ing up for cashgrab,” lexander,
the tools to deliver the vote. Be- | snow piles up and the plows come 90119 UP
sides, mgmztmw-m«mnyrmm.u : ything and Attt M'n“ rtons s
avote he could have delayed it “We'l be snowed in” she worries. s rizult and Anne Henderson,
Havin Getea vote st | “Myhusband cant Ghovel 10, How  they keep taking both Toronto residents since 1973,
council in July, supporters like rything away criticized the mayor and his cuts
Vaughan are now freelancing tak- | Since the %60s, esidents of North averbuttered bagels and hot coffee.
York have ha and EARCL TR “T think they need to get new peo-
panic over the prospect of losing | driveways cleared of the piles of o ple in there_ who can decide on
bl iy servces I o piic | snowe moupedmth side by plows. rlault said — her
bsiabaiden CUPE 416 president Brian Co- fath n ety counc sl shaken by

Councliors o veted for th o | togory bl sosead toctber parts
forral maykillthe proposal outright | of the city: No mo
th
<ot aced” s De Bucsemnch | ity ity is changing the service. Now,
er, explaining the verbal braw. | sidewalks and driveways will only
“This could be the end of civiized | be cleared after at least 15 centi-
society for us?” he sad afterwards | metres of snowfall.

chrane said he and several union
Tepresentatives met with City
Mansger Shirey Hoy about an
hour before the cuts wer

Beaflocted, and hyhnw much, but

‘ sures announced )zsterda)‘ h)‘
| Mayor David Miller and city of
clals, nearly two weeks after a phn

Miller has 10 weeks to fix
Royson James usually =
appears Monday,

srrie | S| e

answers.
oo g e thought that
y would have those numbers
readily available, but they didn't”
he said.
Miller and Hoy yesterday said the

their inability to sit for a photo-
gt together, & pety squabble

among 5 that was publi-
Caed isyear.

“The taxes keep on going up for
everythingand they keep takingev-
erything away” she said.

Henderson gave a tsk tsk to the
city's management. “They should
‘manage their money the right way,
like a business” she said. “T hope

A
tracts sbout 15 to 20 swimmers
with disabilties will also be affect-
bygieyipmt oo
Tector, Kevin Lee,who heard of the
closings from the Star, “This is the
nly social time they have. For
Some,ifatheaulytnetheygetout

of where - More than 500
people ke thecentro dal

“We are calling governments to
stop short-term thinking. It ends
‘uponthe backs of the most margin-
alized” Lee added.

EliSon, 22, whollives innearbyso-
cial housing, plays basketball and
uses computers at Seadding Court
several tines a week.

“Community centres are for
youths in the “hoods, and usually

‘packin
With filesfrom Theresa Boyle

these centres are in bad s
don' 7

They
after hearing the news.



